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WRITTEN TREATMENT

Halloween - A New Direction

A Problem: Overall, this title sequence is pretty good. The straightforward imagery and eerie music does a good job 

of transferring the viewer into the film. However, I do feel that we could use more complex, dark, and creepy imagery 

to further enhance that feeling and to perhaps introduce some of the thematic elements of the film. My concern is 

mainly that moviegoers of today have been desensitized to much of horror and thriller imagery.

A Solution: I would like to set the stage for the film while trying to not let the proverbial cat out of the bag too early. 

Imagery that alludes to Halloween, violence, and voyeurism would be a good place to start. Done subtly, the essence 

of the existing sequence can be preserved, while enhancing the viewer’s passage into the film.
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Film Synopsis

On Halloween of 1963, six-year-old Michael Meyers murders 

his older sister Judith by stabbing her repeatedly with a 

kitchen knife while wearing a clown costume. Fifteen years 

later, on October 30, 1978, he escapes from a Sanitarium in 

the car that was taking him to a hearing in which the verdict 

would have condemned him to permanent imprisonment.

He returns to his hometown of Haddonfield and begins 

(SPOILER ALERT) stalking and murdering…

FILM DETAILS

Production Details & Credits

Release Year: 1978

Genre: Horror

Director: John Carpenter

Producer: Debra Hill

Production Company: Falcon International Pictures

Main Title Designer: John Carpenter

Main Title Music: John Carpenter

Principle Cast: Donald Pleasence, Jamie Lee Curtis, P. 

J. Soles and Nancy Loomis
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Current Sequence Synopsis

The Film opens with the now famous eerie piano music and a black screen. Followed immediately by the production 

company logo on a black field and then “Moustapha Akkad Presents” centered on the screen in orange type.

After the type fades, a jack-o-lantern appears on the left-hand side of the screen where it will remain throughout the 

sequence slowly getting larger and more ominous.

Credits now continue on the right-hand side of the screen beside the jack-o-lantern. Donald Pleasence appears as 

the only actor before the film’s title card (also appearing with John Carpenter). See timeline for full credits list and 

times.

On executive producer Irwin Yablans card, the lighting changes so that just the shape of one eye and the nose of the 

jack-o-lantern are visible on the left now. Which disappears on the final credit, John Carpenter as director. The film’s 

narrative proceeds with type indicating location (fictional town Haddonfield, Illinois) and time (Halloween Night, 

1963).

DESCONSTRUCTION - CURRENT SEQUENCE SYNOPSIS
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DECONSTRUCTION - CURRENT SEQUENCE FRAMES
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DECONSTRUCTION - CURRENT SEQUENCE TIMELINE
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DECONSTRUCTION - CURRENT SEQUENCE TIMELINE
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DECONSTRUCTION - CURRENT SEQUENCE TIMELINE
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Current Sequence Analysis

In this rather simple title sequence treatment, the idea of fear and terror is implied primarily through the music 

and the muted color scheme. The black and orange serve as a cultural cue to the colors used primarily in North 

American Halloween celebration. The addition of the live action shot of the Jack-O-Lantern, another common troupe 

of Halloween, helps set the timeframe of the film, both the flashback it starts with and the subsequent horrific present. 

The typography choice is not fear-inducing and seems likely to have been chosen for readability.

The primary goals of the existing sequence are displaying all the cast and crew credits and setting the stage for the 

coming narrative in a minimal way.

DECONSTRUCTION - CURRENT SEQUENCE ANALYSIS
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Directors Profile

John Carpenter is an American film director, screenwriter, producer, editor and composer. Carpenter has worked in 

numerous film genres, but he is most commonly associated with horror and science fiction films from the 1970s and 

1980s.

Many of his films were initially critical and commercial failures, but have become “cult classics” and have resulted in 

Carpenter becoming an influential director in some circles.

He is notable for having composed or co-composed much of the music in his films and the music from Halloween has 

become a part of popular culture and is very recognizable.

Some of his notable films aside form Halloween include: Assault on Precinct 13 (1976), Escape from New York (1981), 

and The Thing (1982).

DECONSTRUCTION - DIRECTORS PROFILE
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STILLS



THANK YOU.


